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§192.731

of the valve by persons other than
those authorized by the operator.

(2) A mechanical device or fitting
that will prevent the flow of gas must
be installed in the service line or in the
meter assembly.

(3) The customer’s piping must be
physically disconnected from the gas
supply and the open pipe ends sealed.

(e) If air is used for purging, the oper-
ator shall insure that a combustible
mixture is not present after purging.

(f) Each abandoned vault must be
filled with a suitable compacted mate-
rial.

[Amdt. 192-8, 37 FR 20695, Oct. 3, 1972, as
amended by Amdt. 192-27, 41 FR 34607, Aug.
16, 1976; Amdt. 192-71, 59 FR 6585, Feb. 11,
1994]

§192.731 Compressor stations: Inspec-
tion and testing of relief devices.

(a) Except for rupture discs, each
pressure relieving device in a com-
pressor station must be inspected and
tested in accordance with §§192.739 and
192.743, and must be operated periodi-
cally to determine that it opens at the
correct set pressure.

(b) Any defective or inadequate
equipment found must be promptly re-
paired or replaced.

(c) Each remote control shutdown de-
vice must be inspected and tested at in-
tervals not exceeding 15 months, but at
least once each calendar year, to deter-
mine that it functions properly.

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by
Amdt. 192-43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982]

§192.735 Compressor stations: Storage
of combustible materials.

(a) Flammable or combustible mate-
rials in quantities beyond those re-
quired for everyday use, or other than
those normally used in compressor
buildings, must be stored a safe dis-
tance from the compressor building.

(b) Aboveground oil or gasoline stor-
age tanks must be protected in accord-
ance with National Fire Protection As-
sociation Standard No. 30.

§192.736 Compressor stations: Gas de-
tection.

(a) Not later than September 16, 1996,

each compressor building in a com-

pressor station must have a fixed gas
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detection and alarm system, unless the
building is—

(1) Constructed so that at least 50
percent of its upright side area is per-
manently open; or

(2) Located in an unattended field
compressor station of 1,000 horsepower
(746 KW) or less.

(b) Except when shutdown of the sys-
tem is necessary for maintenance
under paragraph (c) of this section,
each gas detection and alarm system
required by this section must—

(1) Continuously monitor the com-
pressor building for a concentration of
gas in air of not more than 25 percent
of the lower explosive limit; and

(2) If that concentration of gas is de-
tected, warn persons about to enter the
building and persons inside the build-
ing of the danger.

(c) Each gas detection and alarm sys-
tem required by this section must be
maintained to function properly. The
maintenance must include performance
tests.

[58 FR 48464, Sept. 16, 1993, as amended by
Amdt. 192-85, 63 FR 37504, July 13, 1998]

§192.739 Pressure limiting and regu-
!ating stations: Inspection and test-
ing.

Each pressure limiting station, relief
device (except rupture discs), and pres-
sure regulating station and its equip-
ment must be subjected at intervals
not exceeding 15 months, but at least
once each calendar year, to inspections
and tests to determine that it is—

(a) In good mechanical condition;

(b) Adequate from the standpoint of
capacity and reliability of operation
for the service in which it is employed;

(c) Set to function at the correct
pressure; and

(d) Properly installed and protected
from dirt, liquids, or other conditions
that might prevent proper operation.

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by
Amdt. 192-43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982]

§192.741 Pressure limiting and regu-
lating stations: Telemetering or re-
cording gauges.

(a) Each distribution system supplied
by more than one district pressure reg-
ulating station must be equipped with
telemetering or recording pressure
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gauges to indicate the gas pressure in
the district.

(b) On distribution systems supplied
by a single district pressure regulating
station, the operator shall determine
the necessity of installing telemetering
or recording gauges in the district,
taking into consideration the number
of customers supplied, the operating
pressures, the capacity of the installa-
tion, and other operating conditions.

(c) If there are indications of abnor-
mally high or low pressure, the regu-
lator and the auxiliary equipment
must be inspected and the necessary
measures employed to correct any un-
satisfactory operating conditions.

§192.743 Pressure limiting and regu-
lating stations: Testing of relief de-
vices.

(a) If feasible, pressure relief devices
(except rupture discs) must be tested in
place, at intervals not exceeding 15
months, but at least once each cal-
endar year, to determine that they
have enough capacity to limit the pres-
sure on the facilities to which they are
connected to the desired maximum
pressure.

(b) If a test is not feasible, review and
calculation of the required capacity of
the relieving device at each station
must be made at intervals not exceed-
ing 15 months, but at least once each
calendar year, and these required ca-
pacities compared with the rated or ex-
perimentally determined relieving ca-
pacity of the device for the operating
conditions under which it works. After
the initial calculations, subsequent
calculations are not required if the re-
view documents that parameters have
not changed in a manner which would
cause the capacity to be less than re-
quired.

(c) If the relieving device is of insuffi-
cient capacity, a new or additional de-
vice must be installed to provide the
additional capacity required.

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by
Amdt. 192-43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982; Amdt.
192-55, 51 FR 41634, Nov. 18, 1986]

§192.745 Valve maintenance: Trans-

mission lines.
Each transmission line valve that
might be required during any emer-
gency must be inspected and partially
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operated at intervals not exceeding 15
months, but at least once each cal-
endar year.

[Amdt. 192-43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982]

§192.747 Valve maintenance: Distribu-
tion systems.

Each valve, the use of which may be
necessary for the safe operation of a
distribution system, must be checked
and serviced at intervals not exceeding
15 months, but at least once each cal-
endar year.

[Amdt. 192-43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982]

§192.749 Vault maintenance.

(a) Each vault housing pressure regu-
lating and pressure limiting equip-
ment, and having a volumetric internal
content of 200 cubic feet (5.66 cubic me-
ters) or more, must be inspected at in-
tervals not exceeding 15 months, but at
least once each calendar year, to deter-
mine that it is in good physical condi-
tion and adequately ventilated.

(b) If gas is found in the vault, the
equipment in the vault must be in-
spected for leaks, and any leaks found
must be repaired.

(c) The ventilating equipment must
also be inspected to determine that it
is functioning properly.

(d) Each vault cover must be in-
spected to assure that it does not
present a hazard to public safety.

[35 FR 13257, Aug. 19, 1970, as amended by
Amdt. 192-43, 47 FR 46851, Oct. 21, 1982; Amdt.
192-85, 63 FR 37504, July 13, 1998]

§192.751 Prevention of accidental igni-
tion.

Each operator shall take steps to
minimize the danger of accidental igni-
tion of gas in any structure or area
where the presence of gas constitutes a
hazard of fire or explosion, including
the following:

(a) When a hazardous amount of gas
is being vented into open air, each po-
tential source of ignition must be re-
moved from the area and a fire extin-
guisher must be provided.

(b) Gas or electric welding or cutting
may not be performed on pipe or on
pipe components that contain a com-
bustible mixture of gas and air in the
area of work.
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